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I need not say that I am thankful in 
being here once more, for if I had not 
wanted to come I should not be here to- 
night, and this I suppose is the case with 


ou. 
, I have listened with t attention to 
the discourse of Elder Lunt, and I con- 
sider that he has preached a first-rate 
“ Mormon ” sermon. I also consider that 
whenever Elders rise to preach to the peo- 
ple, and are led by the Spirit of truth, and 
of their calling, it is good Gospel. Though 
we may have heard it many times, yet, 
when we listen with attention, we hear 
a number of things touched upon which 
we had forgotten. We cannot call them 
to mind until we hear them again. Then 
we recollect having heard them be- 
fore. They stir up our minds to those 
things to which we ought to attend; and 
in this way we derive joy, comfort, and 
satisfaction in a re-hearing of the princi- 
ples of the Gospel of Jesus Christ ; I know 
it is so with me. I am never tired of 
hearing the Elders discourse. If I did 
not think it was my duty to preach, I 
would rather sit and than 
But as I am called to travel and visit the 
different Conferences, I feel that I must 
‘magnify my calling, and that I must talk 
a little as well as my brethren, and speak 
‘as I am led by the Holy Ghost. . 


While brother Lunt has been speaking 
to you this —s my mind has been re- 
flecting. I have listened and heard what 
he had to say, with a Rreat deal of plea- 
sure and satisfaction. Yet my eyes would 
behold your faces, and discern the breth- 
ren and sisters that love the Lerd; and I 
found myself asking a question something 
like this, “ How many are there in this 
room to-night, if it should fall to their 
lot in the previdence of God to remain in 
this land for the next ten years, who 
would stay and keep the faith?” How- 
ever, I hope and pray that this will not 
be the case with one Latter-day Saint 
that is now before me. If it were right 
for me to have my own way, I would 
wish that every Latter-day Saint in the 
Euro mission, who wants to go to 
Zion, was safely placed on the soil of the 
Great Salt Lake Valley, or in the region 
thereof. Yes, I wish that every one of 
you that feels that he could live his 
religion there, and that would be willi 
to lodged le of 
was y | in leys of the 
mountains. Moreover, that ot donot 

choose. Then the 


| not have any Latter-day Saints to preside 


‘over, ‘We should then be left perfectly 


. 
. 
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alone. We should have nothing to do 
but to go and break up new ground—no- 
thing to do but to carry the words of life 
and salvation to the’ narions of: thé earth. 
We should then see if the Lord would 
provide for His servants, and upen the 
wayfor the G again to be eatablished 
in this land, as He did, at the commence- 
ment: Now we are situated differently, 
very differently, from the first Elders whu 
came into the midst of this people. I can 
reflect upon the time when Presidents 
Young and Kimball, and a number of 
other Elders, eame over to this land, when 
there was not a Latter-day Saint .here. 
The sound of the Gospel had not pene- 
trated the ears of any man or woman this 
side of the Atlantic ocean. They came 
without purse or scrip. They did not 
know that they should have the first 
meat of victuals given them, the first coat 

ut on their backs, nor anything of the 

ind, only as they bad faith in Gad. That 
was the situation of the Elders who first 
eame to this land. How did they come? 
Not as many of the Elders do now. I 
will tell you how they came if you do not 
know. But I am aware that most of 


you do know that they came to this land 


weeping before God, bearing precious 
seed to the people. What has been the 
result? “Has not the promise been ful- 
filled? They returned, carrying their 
sheaves to Zion by hundreds and by thou- 
sands. | 

But when the Elders come now, and I 
have the honour to be one of those who 
are preaching the Gospel through this 
land, they come to a people whose arms 
and purses are open to receive them, who 
are ready,to give them money to enable 
them to travel from place to place, who 
are ready to feed them, and, put as good 


goats on their backs as any gentleman 


wears in these cities, Prince Albert hardly 
excepted. That is the situation of the 


i 


Elders now, ‘Then what. should be our 


conduct and motto? Why, to go forth 
day by day and preach life and salvation, 
and‘de alf'we can to build up the, Saints 
and bri souls to Christ. I’bat is what 
we should’ do, and if we do it we shall 


"We from brother Ent, thet | 


in this 


the Saints, repented of 


‘Ghurch, from its organjzation, twenty- | 
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experience bears testimony to this. It is 
one of God's eternal An obser- 
vation more true was never spoken. We 
can prophesy that no such man or 
woman ever will turn away from the 
faith; they never will apostatize; their 
ee is sure if they follow coun- 
sel. 

I feel, for one, that Iam greatly bless- 
ed in my labours among this people. 
This is also the feelings of the majority 
of my brethren that are travelling in the 
ministry in this land. If ever men ought 
to be energetic in preaching to the Saints 
we ought to be. Yes, we should be whole- 


hearted about it, and go at it, as though we 


meant to do something. Our voices ought 
to be heard in the congregations of the 
Saints, and in the midst of this genera- 
tion, and we should never cease our exer- 
tions until our missions are fulfilled in 
this land. That Elder who will follow 
this counsel will prosper. We have 
nothing else to do but to do good and 
build up the kingdom of God. : 

IT want to say a few words more about 
this mission. How thankful we ought to 
be, brethren and sisters, that God has men 
at the head of His Church, who have 
laid down, their all for the cause. We 
know that they have been proven, and — 
that they have not been turned to the 
right hand or to the left. No matter 
what situation they have been in; if it 
was poverty, they cared nothing at all 
about it; if they. bad a dollar in their 
pockets, it was all right; ifthey had not, it 
made no difference. It was life, life and 


salvation to the people first. They trusted 


in their God for everything else. That is 
the way the kingdom has been built up. 
When I think of these things, I wish that 
vere with the voice of 

under, and that it were penetrating as 
the trumpet of an Archangel, 80 that I 


might make the ears of this generation 


ache until they. their lying abont 


thejr sins, and 
obeyed the Gospel. | 
t is my prayer to God day and 


that He will pour out His’ Spirit upop 
this people, and bless His servants, that 
they may be as angels in, thejt 

and th 

the id 

them. 

and. the. 


| 
there never was a Man woman | | 
«years «agp, that, glowed coyn- | 
bo has bat that, such | what 18 the reason: The cbhgnmel, 
from day to dgy. Gor communication between heayeg and earth 
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—between God’s people here and His 
‘Church there, is open, and has been for 
the last twenty-six years. do 
not have revelation, and life, : 
tion, it is your own fault. 
_ Here is my beloved sister, that sits on 
my left, who cannot see, but she knows 
that I tell you the truth, and that I speak 
by revelation. Brother Lunt has blessed 
the brethren, I will bless the sisters, and 
I say God Almighty bless this one. Al- 
though she has not eyes to see, she has a 
mind, and can comprehend the things of 
God. She can perceive from the ends of 
cher fingers, and feel her way by the reve- 
lations of Jesus Christ. She will land 
safe in the celestial kingdom of God. I 
will prophesy in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, that in the morning of the 
resurrection she will have eyes as beauti- 
ful as those of an angel, because of her 
faithfulness. Her testimony is heard in 
the houses and in the streets, she does a 
great deal more good than many dilatory 
Eiders Brother Lunt says, the testi- 


mony of this sister convinced him of the 


truth of this work. Well, what is the 
promise? It is if a man or woman convert 
-one soul they shall not lose their reward. 
_ All the trouble I find is, that my lungs 
get out of order sometimes. They are 
mot made of steel. I wish they were 
stronger. I want to get them strength- 
ened, and myself revived. I would 
like to come to Birmingham and stay 
-about a week, and go into the Odd Fel- 
oy Halli and have a revival here. Not 
ut what you have had revivals; but let 
us have another, and another, and another, 
until all the honest in heart in this town 
are converted and baptized, that we may 
ather out of this land, for I know the 
| eo! is true. What follows after the 
‘warning voice of the servants of God? 
‘His judgments—famine, pestilence, war, 
strife, murders, and every evil, are then 
soon distributed by the powers of dark- 
ness in the midst of the nations of the 
earth. Now is the time, ye Latter-day 
Saints, to prove yourselves worthy, while 
Giod is blessing this nation. 
_. I have been travelling through some 
of Germany, Denmark, and .Swe- 
gen. God is blessing the nations of the 
-earth. He is giving seed time and. har- 
‘vest, peace, health, and. the 


offer of salvation. Gospel 
_ing! It is branching, out like the: 
from your hand, through all the most ina- 


-salva- 


| ter-maki 


they cannot.. 
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portant towns and cities in Denmark, and 
many. people believe the teatimony of the 
servants of God. How do the Saints 
feel there? Just as well as you feel: 
they do indeed, A better feeling I never 
wi ‘in our community than I wit- 
nessed among the. Saints in those lands, 
according to the knowledge, light, and 
experience that they have had. They love 
God and work righteousness. They live 
up to the light counsel that have been 
cemmitted to them. If they have not so 
much faith as your flock, Pastor Muir, it is 
because they not as great amount of 
experience, nor the opportuity of acquiring 
it. Yuu are in Bir- 
mingham. You have had the Elders 
from Zion with Dae: all the day long. 
The teachings of the Spirit have been 
poured out upon you, to an extent that 
lena have an enjoyed. You are a privi- 

people. 

We preached tithing through those 
Conferences, and ordained many Elders 
while we were there. We made more 
ministers of the Gospel while on this 
mission, than all the colleges in England 
made during the same time, which was 
about six weeks. I took my college with 
me. In other words, I carried with me 
the authority of God and the holy Priest- 
hood, and therefore I was myself a minis- 
ing department. 

We ordained twelve out of one small 
Conference, containing, probably, about 
as many as there are here this evening: 
fine looking young men, full 
of the spirit of Zion. When they arose 
to talk, they would fairly tremble from 
the crown of their heads to the soles of 
their feet. Do you not think I felt well 
amongst them? YesIdid. You would 
have felt well'too if you had been there ; 
you could not have helped it. I never 

more joy and satisfaction in my life, 
on a short mission, than on that one, be- 
cause the people do not know, neither do 
they want to know, anything but “ Mor 


‘monism.” They.are full of it, and if. the 
devil does come along, he has no chanee. 


to get power over, them. If you keep 
your bodies full of rote how much dark- 
ness can enter? Keep yourselves filled 


with the power of. God; keep. the. Holy: 
Ghest within-you, and can the.powers of: 
‘darkness - lead y? 
‘foster: the. bi 


‘into your. 


good Spirit, bid it welcome 


| 
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and you shall be blessed more than you 
have ever been. Do not wander after the 
things of the world like fools. Do all 
things in the name of the Lord. Eat 
‘and drink in His name; rise up and walk 
in His name; go to work in His name, 
and'do it because it forms part of the 
duties of life, and the duties of life belong 
to our religion.. Never be found wander- 
ing or digressing from the principles of 
the Gospel of which you have been made 
ers 


Well, is “Mormonism” alive? Yes, 
and going ahead; and this will be the 
case more and more if we will all do our 
duty, put our shoulders to the wheel and 
fift together. Just try this experiment 
for the next ten years, and see if 
does not deliver you, although this very 
evening, there may not be the first earthly 

t of your being gathered to the 
valleys of the mountains. : 

If you do your duty, and you are called 
to lay down your bodies in this land, is 
there not sufficient power to save and ex- 
alt you in the kingdom of God? Yes, 
there is. The plan of salvation is glori- 
ous and comp God has made it 
suitable to the conditions and circum- 
stances of the whole human family. 

The Lord feeds and clothes us; He 

ives us water to drink, and makes our 

read sure. Do we acknowledge His 
hand in these things? Yes, all true Lat- 
ter-day Saints do. Does the world? No, 
it does not. But Latter-day Saints, if 
they have wisdom, light, and ability to do 
good, acknowledge it as coming from the 

untiful hand of the Lord, and they 
use all their gifts for the building up of 
His kingdom, and the spreading of the 
Gospel of Christ. 
- That is what I find in these missions 
that I have named. .I find that God 
has raised up a holy man in Scandinavia 
—an educated man, who can read the 
lan of Germany, Sweden, Norway, 
Denmark, and England. He is almost 
like the Apostle Paul, a good deal like him, 
a talented man, and an humble man. I 
refer to brother Widerborg. What 
does he do? He lays down his , 
Danish, and Swedish and takes up the 
English, and talks to the people in that 
aagunee when it is n . When it 
is not, he lays down his English and takes 
up the Danish, and so with the Danish and 
takes up the Swedish. He does this in the 
mame of the Lord, and interprets what 


God | —their steam-ships, 
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the Elders say to the people who speak in 
these languages. He is doing govd, and 
God is blessing him. Education and 
book-learning did not crowd his brains, 
and drive out every bit of common sense 
which the Lord had given him. He lays 
it all down or takes it up as wisdom Ff 
rects for the interests of the kingdom, 
and the spread of truth. He acknow- 


ledges the hand of God in being brought 
up so welband receiving so good an edu- 
cation, for it enables him to do in 


the Church. If he remains faithful and 
retains this spirit of humility, the Lord 
will continue to bless him. | 

Now, if this generation would t 
of their sins and use everything they have 
railways and all, for 
m building up of the kingdom of God, 

e would bless them more than He does 
now. He does bless them now, but this 
will not always be the case if they reject 
the m of salvation. Men will say 
that this Gospel is not true; that it is no 
more than sectarianism. But if they do 
not render obedience to it, the little light 
which has been put into their hearts na- 
turally will be turned into darkness, and 
how great will be that darkness ! 

Well, then, brethren, let us try to keep 
the faith and endure to the end; let us 
prove ourselves before the 
to expecting an at things at Hi 
hands, out of he of bless- 
ings which He bestows upon the children 
of men. It is true we have the Gospel, 
we have a little light above the world, 
but have we faith enough to soften the 
hearts of the rich, so that they will be 
willin to donate ery, 
everything necessary to the gatherin 
No, not yet we 
had. Can we have that faith? We are 
eommanded to contend for the faith once 
delivered to the Saints. That very faith 
of which I am now —- was once de- 
livered to them. It was delivered to 
Moses and the Israelites. They softened 
the hearts of kings and rulers, so that 
they obtained the n blessings that 
they desired, and walked out from the 
midst of their enemies. The time has not yet 
come with the Saints in this land for that, 
I expect, but let us increase, and add a 
little to the faith we have already. We 
have sufficient to come out from : the 


‘world and acknowledge God and His 


servants. Let us continue to acknow- 
ledge them, and work and pray until we 


| 
| 
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have the faith that was once delivered to 
the Saints. If we live at the coming of 
the Son of God we shall all need it. 
Every Latter-day Siint who expects to 
live to see the day when the Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ will come in the 
clouds of heaven, taking vengeance on 
them that know not God and obey not 
the Gospel—when he will sweep the wick- 
ed from the earth with the breath of his 
lips and the brightness of his coming, 
will find that they must possess it. 

. May God Almighty bless you, brethren 
and sisters, and keep you pure and holy 
before Him. Uphold those who are over 
you in the Lord, and do as you are told, 
and you shail be saved. My salvation for 
yours if it isnot so. That is a consider- 
able pledge. It is all I can offer. It is 
the greatest promise that I can make to 
man, and I do it because I know “ Mor- 
monism ” is true. | 

. God blesses me according to my walk, 
faith, and zeal in keeping His command- 
ments. He is able to take care of us here. 
I had a good home, and wives and chil- 
dren whom I love, but I and my brethren 
have left them and all that we have, to 
preach the Gospel of Jesus. I would like 
to see them, although I will tell you, be- 
loved Saints, I have not shed the first tear 
for them since I left my home. I never 
do cry except for joy. I admit I am 
foolish enough to do that sometimes. 

I thank God that I am here, and have 
the privilege of associating with good 
Saints. That is how I feel, and when I 
‘weep it is for joy. Let that be your feel- 
ings. When you are sad turn the devil 
away, for I tell you he has no business 
with Latter-day Saints. Neither is it 

our business to hold communion with 

im. Your duty is to serve your God. 

I will tell you that every man in this 
Church has to be thrown on his own 
resources more or less. He has to 
be brought to feel as though he stood 
alone in the community, and had no 
friend around him save God to give 
him aid or succour. If we had to 
men on our shoulders to heaven, how 
many should we get there? It would be 
@ very slow process to get people to heaven 
in this way, would it not? While I am 
speaking on this principle, an anecdote 
comes to my mind. | 

I was once travelling in Pottawattamie 
with President Young; we were goin 
out to visit some settlements, and stay 


all night with a family who were very 
friendly to the President and the au- 
thorities of the Reem Ay They faith 
was not very we : went 
a good deal by sight. There is a certain 
kind of hound that hunts by scent, and 
there are others that hunt by sight. As 
soon as the game gets out of sight of the 
latter they can go no further, and would 
as soon take the back track as the for- 
ward one. As I was saying, we stayed 
all night. Inthe morning I walked out 
with President Young, and asked him how 
he thought the folks felt there. Brother 
Brigham answered, they make me think 
of the old Quaker. He got up before his 
congregation and said, “Brethren and 
sisters, you all expect to go to heaven, 
don’t you?” ‘Qh yes, yes,” was the an- 
swer. ‘ Well,” said he, “how do you 
expect te get there? I will tell you how — 

sume of you expect to get there. You 
think that because I wear a big box coat 
with large pockets, you are going to hea- 
ven in them, but I will tell you, you will 
all be mistaken, for I will wear a spencer.” 
That was prophecy to me, and I treasured 
it up. In about twelve months after that, 
the whole family, root and branch, went 
off to California. If they had been rooted 
in “ Mormonism” they would have brought 


‘forth the fruits of righteousness. If men 


have not the truth rooted in their hearts, 
the very first gale of wind blows it out of 
them. They are like a ship at sea, 
without ballast or rudder, carried to and © 
fro, and tossed about by every wind of 
doctrine. We must be rooted and ground- 
ed in the work of the Lord, firm as the 
rock which stands in the mighty ocean, 
that has withstood the dashing of the fu- | 
rious waves from century to century. A 
true “ Mormon” will stand as if he were 
alone, nor waver though there was not 
another this side of heaven. When men © 
hiss, persecute, and cry poor deluded 
“Mormon,” he will answer, “Iama 
ter-day Saint; I am bound for heaven.” 
That is the way to feel. The devil can- 
not obtain power over such to lead them 
astray. He will turn from them and 
seek those who are not so grounded in 
the faith. He will say to himself, I will 
make this weak sister feel bad, and try 
to get her toa ize; I will make her 


say yes, if possible. | 

toll you eno anecdote, then 
I will sit down. A year ago last Christ- 
mas, there was quite an excitement got 
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between the brethren im the Valley 
and the United States’ troops, which, 1 
suppose, you recollect hearing. But this 
was not all. ee were some sisters 
who thought themselves pious, v ious, 
who cane the withthe “aoe 
ng, but who were awa 

fl all seducing spirits. About the 

me that they were going away, Elder 
Hyde brought out for illustration a fable 
like this: “ There was on the east moun- 
tain a turtle, and it wanted to get over 
to the one on the west. How to get 
good long journey of twenty-five or thirty 
miles, wt odes and sage brush, with a 
wet bottom. The turtle wanted to devise 
some means to get over, for it thought it 
could live easier on the west mountain 
than on the one at the east. So it came 
out into daylight, and got its head out of 
its shell and began to peep around. After 
awhile, there came along two ducks, and 
seeing the turtle, they settled down beside 


it and began to converse with it. As they 


were fleet.on the wing, the turtle asked 
them if they could not devise some means 
to take it to the west morntain. The 
ducks consulted, and at last came to the 
conclusion that they would carry it over. 
So they said to it, ‘ Get a stick and put it 
across our backs, and then take hold of it 
with your mouth, and do not let go, and we 
will take you over in safety.’ They start- 
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ed, and got about half way through the 
journey, when a raven came along, and 
began using such ressions as these: 
‘What a beautiful bird! what a beautiful 
creature! what fine feathers! what a 
beautiful body! the handsomest ‘bird I 
ever saw; Yes, the finest in all the crowd.’ 
The turtle said yes, and down it went into 
the mud. There it is at present, and it has 
not yet got over to the west mountain.” | 
Well, do you know what the figure 
means? The turtle was our sisters; 
Some of them went to California. The 
soldiers were the raven with its fine ex- 
pressions. “ How do you do, Madam? 
t a fine intelligent countenance! 
what beautiful eyes! what beautiful hair! 
how nice! you are too intelligent to live 
here among this people! would you not 
like to go to Califorma! If you have not 
made up your mind fully, shall I give you 
a call? When passing by here I have 
often been well with you. You have 
such a fine face and stately beautiful 
form. Would you not meet me some 
where? It would look strange for me to 
come to your house. No matter where 
it is, so long as I can persuade you to say 
yes!” Now, you sisters in Birmingham, 
you will get to the Valley if you do not 
say yes, when temptation offers itself. _ 
May the Lord bless you, and by His 
Holy Spirit enable you to remain faithful. 


{| Amen. 
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(Continued from page 136.) 


[March, 1842.] 
Thursday, 10th. Gave instructions 
concerning a deed to Stephen Markam, 


Shadrack Roundy, and Hiram Clark, and 
letter of Attorney from Miss Smith to 
_ Edward Hunter, and did a great variety 
of business; rode out; and in the evening 
attended trial at brother Hyrum’s Office, 
the City of Nauvoo versus Amos Davis, 
for indecent and abusive lan about 
me while at Mr. Davis’ the pe previous. 
The charges were clearly substantiated by 
the testimony of Dr. Foster, Mr. and 
Mrs. found b Mr. Davis 
was foun ilty by the jury, and b 

Municipal Court, bound over to keep the 


peace six months, under $100 bond ; after 
which I retired to the printing office with 
Emma, and supped with the Twelve and 
their wives, who were spending the even- 
ing with sister Hyde. : 
Friday, 11th. Extract from the Le- 


gion Minutes— 


The Nauvoo Legion was on parade, com- 
manded by Lieutenant-General Joseph Smith 
in person. Several of the Twelve Apostles 
rode in the general staff as Chaplains. The 
line was formed at ten o’clock, a.m., and 
soon the Legion marched from their usual. 
place of parade, below the Temple, to 
Water-street, in front of General Smith’s 
house, whére the troops were inspected, and 
after a recess marched west on the bank of 
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the river, atid taking a cireuitous route, re- 
suméd their usual. post on the parade ground, 
and closed the day in good order and with 
good feelings, and to the full satisfaction of 
the Commahder-in-Chief. 

‘Extract of High Council Minutes— 

In theevening President Smith attended 
the tral of Elder Francis Gladden Bishop, at 
his (the President’s) house. Elder Bishop 
appeared before the High Council of Nau- 
vou on complaint of having received, writ- 
ten, and published, or taught certain reve- 
lations and doctrines not consistent with 
the Doctrine and Covenants of the Church. 
Mr. Btstop réfusing to present the written 
revelation, the Mayor (John C. Bennett) is- 
sued his warrant and brought them before 
the Council, when parts of the same were 
read by Mr. Bishop himself to Council, the 
whole mass of which appeared to be the ex- 
treme of folly, nonsense, absurdity, false- 
hood, and bombastic egotism—so much s0, 
as to keap the Saints laughing, when not 
overcome by sorrow and shame. President 
Joseph explained the nature of the case and 
gave a very clear elucidation of the ten- 
dency of such prophets and prophesyings, 
ahd gave Mr. Bishop over to the buffetings 
of Satan until he shall learn wisdom. After 
a few appropriate observations from Patri- 
arch Hyrum and some of the Council, the 
Council voted unanimously that Francis 
Gladden Bishop be removed from the fel- 
lowship of the Church; President Joseph 
having previously committed the revélation 
above referred to, to the flames. 

Sattirday, 12th. I presided over a 
court-martial of the officers of the Nau- 
voo Legion at my own house, for the 

of deciding upon the rank and 
station of the several officers, and the 


Missouri, but has'pot yet :arriyed there, It 
is feared he;has taken the Salineslope.” 

We are not surprised that persons who | 
could wantooly, barbarously,-and without 
the shadow of law, drive fifteen thousand 
men, women, and children'from their homes, 
should have among them a man who was so 
lost to every sense of justice, as to run 
‘away with the wages for this infamous 
deed : it is not very difficult for men who 
can blow ont the brains of children; who 
can shoot down and hew to pieces our an- 
cient veterans who fought in defence of our 
country and delivered it from the oppres- 
sor’s grasp; who could deliberately and in cold 
blood murder men, atid rob them of their 
boots, watches, &c., and whilst they were yet 
weltering in their blood, and grappling with 
death, and then proceed to rob their widow- — 
ed houses. Men who can deliberately do 
this, and steal near all the horses, cattle, 
sheep, hogs, and property of a whole com- 
munity, and drive them from their homes er 
masse, in an inclement season of the year, 
will not find many qualms of conscience in 
stealing the pay of his brother thieves, and 
taking the “saline slope.” The very idea of 
Governthent paying these men fer their 
bloody deeds, must cause the sons of liberty 
to blush, and to hang their harps upon the 
willow, and make the blood of every patriot 
run chill. 

The proceedings of that State have been 
so barbarous and inhuman, that our indigin- 
ation is aroused when we reflect upon the 


iscene. We are here reminded of one of the 


patriotic deeds of the government of that 
State, who after they had robbed us of 
everything we had in the world, and taken 
from us many hundred thousand dollars’ 
worth of property, had their sympathies #0 
far touched (alias their good name) that 


more perfect organization of the Legion. | they voted two thousand dollars for the re- 


| Bubday 13th. I was with my family. | 


9 

‘Monday, 14th. Transacted a great 
variety of business at the (fice. 

Tuesday; 16th of March. 

Titnes and Seusons. This paper com- 
mences my editorial career: I alone stand 
responsible for it, and shall do for all papers 
having my henceforward. I am 
not responsible for the publication or ar- 
rahgethent of the former paper : the matter 
did not comé under my supervision. 

SMITH. 


amMona THIEVES. — We ex- 
tract the following from the New York 


ne— 
, ter of the Missouri Militia, 
u 


lief of the “ suffering Mormons,” and choosing 
two or thrée of her noblest sons, to oat 
their heavenly boon, these angels of salva. 
tion came in the plenitude of their merey, 
and in the dignity of their office to Far 
West. To do what? To feed their hungry, 
and clothe their naked with the §2,000% 
Verily nay! Butte go into Davis County 
and steal the Mormons’ hogs (which they 
were prohibited themselves from obtaining, 
under penalty of death) to distribute among 
the destitute, and to sell where they could 
obtain the money. These hogs, thus ob- 
tained, were shot down in their blood, and — 
not otherwise bled; they were filthy to a 
degtee. These, the Mormons’ own hogs; 
and a few goods, the sweepings of an old 
store in Liberty, were what these patriotic 


called out to put down the Mormons, some 
two years was sopplied with money 


and noble-minded men gave to the “ Lay 4 


Mormons,” ‘and then citculated to the work 


some time -sinee, and started for Western 
| 
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how s thetic, benevolent, kind, and mer- installation of the Nauvoo lodge of Free 
cifal the Legis 
ene to the | Grand Master Jonas of Columbus being 
suffe ormons. a large 
mercies of the wicked are cruel.” theyes . number of peop le assem- 
Previous to this, sister Elizabeth Morgan 
died at London, without medical aid, after 
calling for the Elders, &c., which created 
much excitement, and a coroner’s inquest 


ceedingly fine, all things were done in 
order, and universal satisfaction was mani- 
fested. In the evening. I received the 


was called by Mr. Baker, who brought in a | first d in Free Masonry in the Nau- 
verdict of “natural death.” . voo Lodge assembled in my general busi- 


ness office. 


I officiated as grand chaplain at the 
(To be continued.) 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 7, 1857. 


THE LATTER-DAY WorRK—PREPARATION.—The glory of the Latter-day kingdom, | 
the gathering together of the people of God, the building up of Zion, the restitution 


of all things, the second coming of Christ, and the Millennium, were themes on which 


the high-toned minds of the Prophets dwelt with fervid inspiration. These subjects. 


lent them wings to soar in such lofty flights as would make the most eagle-eyed 


imagination of an uninspired mind grow dizzy. Borne higher, and higher, by the 
energy of the Holy Ghost, in the visions of the Almighty, they reached the celestial 
sphere of life, and dipped themselves in that glory which they foretold should cover 


the earth, in the fulness of times, even as the waters cover the bosom of the mighty 


deep. As their prophetic souls grasped a few prominent points and generalities of. 
these magnificent views, their descriptions were given with the most powerful. 


eloquence. Indeed, on the above-named subjects, they spent the fullest vigour of 
inspired minds. 


To follow them in their toweting flights, to comprehend the grandeur of the scenes 


which they beheld, through the vista of the uncurtained future, and to look with confi- 
dence to the literal fulfilment. of the prophetic visions, requires the mind to be 


enlightened by that Spirit which drew the curtain aside, and needsa faith as sublime as" 


the Prophets themselves possessed. The things of God, to be understood and made 


lucid to the eye of faith, must be spiritually discerned. Viewed by the uncertain. 


light of human wisdom, the obscurity will be heightened by the fantastic creations of 
the imagination, afid misty, flickering conceits will be substituted for a clear and solid 


faith. Hence, to those who are destitute of the gifts of the Spirit, the great events 


predicted to come to pass in the latter-days will appear as mysterious, forgotten 
dreams, requiring a Daniel to narrate their substance, and interpret their meaning. 
Or, perchance, to distorted imaginations, they will seem like phantoms of the midnight 


watch, whieh strike terror to the soul, but elude the physical senses, which vanish at 


pursuit, but which all are careful to shun, and the most courageous are anxious to 
drive from their thoughts. It is thus that the promised glory and inheritance of the 


Saints, and the threatened judgments to be poured on the wicked, are generally 


‘The Christian nations acknowledge the authority and inspiration of the sacred 
writers, and will not refuse to subscribe to the prophetic descriptions. - Their priests 


lature of the State of Missouri Masons, at the Grove, near the Temple. 


led on the occasion; the day was ex- 


| 
| 
| 
viewed. 
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make glowing discourses from those grand passages of Scripture, relative to the sub- 
jects named. There are few who are altogether infidel regarding the great events 
foretold in the Bible. But then, to the popular faith they are like fairy-lands, 
and haunted castles, furnishing to ministers rare objects for description, imagination, 
and eloquence; but whose characters no one thinks of inviting to his fire-side; no 
one expects the drama to become a part of every day life. 

Tens of thousands of sermons have been preached, and millions of pages written from 
the prophetic descriptions of the glory of the Latter-day Church, Zion, the Coming 
of Christ, and the Reign of ee There is hardly a man in Christendom 
who has not at some time prayed—“ Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, 
asit is in heaven; ” nor a professor of religion who has not embodied in his supplica- 
tion the sentiment—* Hasten the time, O Lord, when Thy knowledge shall cover the . 
earth, as the waters cover the bosom of the mighty deep, and a reign of righteous- 
ness dawn upon the world.” But, then, one part of their faith is at war with 
the other. The flickering of their own conceits, in the spiritual darkness that covers 
them, dazzles their faith like a thousand will-’o-the-wisps. They make no prepara- 
tions for the great work of the last days; but all things move along with them as 
from the beginning. Their mystical interpretations of the Scriptures stand in the 
way of the literal fulfilment of the prophecies; and the glorious drama that fired the 
minds of the Prophets evaporate into airy nothings. Being without the inspiration 
of the Holy Ghost—the spirit of revelation through which the events were seen—the 
vision is sealed to them, the substance is lost in shadowy dreams. Believing that the 
voice of prophecy is for ever hushed, and the heavens closed against all communion 
between God and man, His kingdom coming, and His will being done on the earth 
as it is in heaven are little different to them, from fairy tales, and the knowledge of 
the Lord, covering the earth as the waters cover the deep, is to them nothing better 
than a myth. Thus is it with every other item of the Latter-day work to the foggy 
understanding of the popular mind. 

We, however, look upon these glorious subjects precisely in the light in which the 
Prophets of old viewed them. To us they have a literal meaning; and we are ever 
looking forward to preparation and fulfilment. It is because the mission of the 
Prophet Joseph Smith fulfils the ancient prophecies, and every development of that 
mission prepares the way for a more complete revelation of the glory of the dispensa- 
tion of the fulness of times, that we are bold to declare that all who have written 
upon the subject by the inspiration of God, testify to that which Joseph has done. When 
we listen to the proclamation from tens of thousands of voices that the kingdom 
spoken of by Daniel has been set up; when we hear the witnesses to the fact, that 
the Gospel which John said should be eure to the earth by the angel, has been 
restored, to be preached to every nation; when*we see it winding its way to earth’s 
remotest bounds, we say to ourselves the work. is preparing ; the prophecies are ful- 
filling—things move in the right direction. When we hear the voice thundering 
through the channel of the Priesthood, “ Come out of her my people ;” and from 
lip to lip of God’s servants the command passes along, “ Gather together my Saints,” 
we say the path is preparing; the glory of the latter days is dawning on the world. 
When we behold tens of thousands flocking to the chambers of the Lord, as doves to 
their windows, and busy hands building up Zioh, that the Saviour may suddenly appear 
in his glory; and when in answer to the cry, “ Behold the Bridegroom cometh, go ye 
out to meet him,” the Church of the Lamb puts on her beautiful garments of refor- 
mation, we are ready to shout Hosanna! God is preparing His people ; the visions of 
Prophets were not fables! 


i 


154 FOREIGN ‘CORRESPONDENCE. 
 BOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 


EAST INDIES. | left a kind home, ‘étifisted, to India, 
&c. I never could find out ontil I em- 
Camp, Poona, December 10, 1856. | braced the Gospel ; for I do ‘bel had 


Brother A. M. Musser—Your Epistle 
to the Saints of Western Hindostan has 
cheered my heart, and roused my droop- 
ing spirits. Doubtless, brother, you can 
in some measure understand the te 
tions, jibes, and jeers to which I am sub- 


such not occurred, I never should 
have become a Latter-day Saint; and 
through me, my wife, who is now in the 
home of the Samts. | 

Dear brother, I do thank our God that 
I have been permitted to comeon this earth, 


jected; frequently I am assailed with | in this momentous age, even in this last 


the epithets—“ Joe Smith,” “Brigham , dispensation. I am truly thankful that 
Young,” and the names of other holy I have been brought to a partial know- 
men of God. I should not care for this, ' ledge of the Gospel of Christ, as restordd 
were it not that these names are made by the Prophet Joseph Smith, and do now 
use of in profanity and derision. How- bear my humble téstimony to the Divine 
ever, this profanity has, in some mstances, Authority of his mission. I pray that 
been, I hope, productive of good. Ihave under the holy influence of the Spirit of 


heard young soldiers ask why I was called the Living God, I may be more fully able 


by these names; in sach cases, I have em- | 
braced the first opportunity of requesting : 
the inquirers to read Elder Snow’s pam- | 
phlet, entitled The only way to be Saved, | 


or Elder Pratt’s Divine Authenticity of 


to appreciate the high and noble calling 
of a Saint of the Litter-days. 

I am happy to inform you that my dis- 
charge from the afmy has arrived, and 
probably early next menth, in compan 


the Book of Mormon, handing the same with Elder Tomlinson and family, I s 
to them, hoping that such seed, though . be on my way Zionward, via Australia. 


cast by the way side, would bring forth 
fruit in due season. I take every oppor- | 
tunity of spreading the printed word, and | 
making known the first principles of the. 
or abilities allow, 
that is in season, for 1 do not believe in| 


Gospel, so far as my 
casting pearls before swine. _ 


I was many years wondering why 1! 


Accept, dear brother, the tribute of a 
tefal heart, and believe me, I will, un- 
Divine guidance, remain firm and un- 

flinching, 
Your grateful “ Mormon ” brother; 
Frepeniox THomas Mackay, 
78th Highlanders. 


ANTI-MORMON OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 


BY HENRY 


WHITTALL. 


(Continsied from page 124.) 


OssEcTION: When advocates of ‘Mor- 
mronism, point to its success as an unan- 
swerable proof of its truth, they are wrong 
in their conclusions.” . . “Num 


bers of followers do not prove the trath 3 


of a professed revelation. The man who 
announces himself as a prophet of tlie 
Lord, must be tested by some other stand- 
ard than success, and that test our Saviour 
has given us in Matthew vii. 16, ‘Ye 
shall know them by their fruits.’ And 


were a true ofa false prophet, we must 


examine his life, writings, and te 
and test thei their . fruits.” —“ 
Aw starting hypo- 


theals of the bors antn\jmods writer by 
a dir ect 4 ati ive. 8 mot, poin to 
the “success” of “Mormonism” as “an 


unanswerable proof of its truth,” knowing 


| 
| 
all 
| would we know ‘whether Joseph Smith 
| 
| 
| 


timate “proof” that “Mormonism is 
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well that “numbers of followers do net’ 

rove the truth of a professed revelation.” 
Fhe great success, however, which “ Mor- 
monism has experienced, in so short a 
time, and under circumstances so pecu- 
liar, although not positive proof, may 
fairly be regarded as strong collateral 
evidence in its favour. In the vear 1830, 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day: 
Saints in all the world, consisted only of 
six members. Since that period it has 
continued to increase and spread through 
the length and breadth of the land, and a 
great and mighty work has been accom- 
plished. More than 300,000 souls now 
enjoy communion with the Church; and 
vast numbers of the sons and daughters 
of Zion, warned by the living voice of 
revelation, have been and are now gather- 
ing out from the different nations of the 
earth, to form the nucleus of that glorious ' 
latter-day kingdom spoken of by all the 
holy Prophets since the world began, some 
of whose predictions are recorded in the 
Sciptures. The “success” of ‘ Mor- 
monism,”’ we admit, is not of itself, 
when isolated from other evidences, legi- 


true. But, when taken in connection 
with a series of other evidences, all blend- 
ing and harmonising with each other, 
like the notes and parts of a musical com- 
position, the force of such united, accu- 
mulating evidence becomes irresistibly 
strong and “ unanswerable.” Were suffi- 
cient space available, a long chain of evi- 
dences might here be adduced, every link 
of which would in its place tend to 
strengthen and confirm the t and 
indisputable fact that “Mormonism,” how- 
ever much it may be despised and con- 
temned by its enemies, is verily and truly 
the work of God. We will, however, 
proceed to the criterion suggested by our 
objector :—“ Would we whether 
Joseph Smith were a true or a false pro- 
phet, we must. examine his life, writings, 
and teachings, and test them by their 
fruits.’ Very good. To this examina- 
tion and test we cheerfully submit. But 
at the onset, a pertinent question presents 
itself for disposal—namely, how will the 
objecting examiner demonstrate his ‘com- 
cy of judgment in the matter ?— 

w will he prove his capability of de- 
ciding righteously upon the merits or 
demerits of the important case before 
him? Then, again, who is to decide as 


\so? Let the annals 
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| jaépment pronounced ? Bigotry and pre- 
jadice w to bias and 
sway the judgment. A jaundiced eye sees 
all things ‘yellow. An inferior spirit can- 
not discern and judge a superior, but a 
superior can always discern and jadge an. 
inferior. The professing Christian world 
is divided and subdivided into numberless 
conflicting parties. Every sect has its 
own prominent leading men, to whom the 
multitudes look for guidance and instruc- 
tion. These various partizan leaders 
differ from each other in their views of 
what is or is not truth or error. They 
all “examine,” more or less, the “life, 
writings, and teaching” of their sectarian 
opponents, and profess to “test them by 
their fruits.” And what is the result >? 
Their conclusions vary as much as their 
tenets. Their doctrines differ, and the 
results of their examinations and tests 
differ Now, in the 
case of Jose mith, all these disagreein 
heads of factions are 
mously opposed to him. His accusers — 
(themselves his judges) come to his trial 
with all their preconceived notions predo- 
minant, and all their prejudices rampant. 
against him. The Jewish sanhedrim “ex- 
amined” Christ, but condemned him: 
the priests and rulers of the most religious 
people on earth “tested,” in their way, 
the sayings and doings of the Apostles, 
but condemned them. The “life, wri- 
tings, and teaching” of the servants of 
God in all ages have been “ examined ” 
and “tested by some other standard than 
success,” but they have nevertheless been, 
by priests and people, condemned as false 
prophets, liars, and me vows Is it not 

the past be sam- 
moned to the doubter’s presence, and 
their united res will surely be heard 
in the affirmative. And why was this? 
Was it because there was any lack of true 
evidence? No; but because their 
fessing examiners were unwilling to admit. 
that evidence, wnable to see it, and incom- 
tent to judge from it. ‘They were not 
in possession of the true spirit of discern- 
ment. It is ectly natural, therefore, 
to conclude, if we are to judge b ansloGy+ 
that the Apostle and Prophet Jo 
share a similar fate when his “life, wri- 
tings, and teaching ” are “examined” and 
“tested” ‘by his mined ‘and pre-de- 
termined foes—the blind guides of the 
day, and their hoodwinked followers. No 


to the truthfulness and justice of the 


man can understand or properly judge of — 


| 
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the things of God or of the servants of 
God, except by the light of the Spirit of 
God. They, therefore, who are destitute 
of that indwelling light, are destitute of 
the true spirit of discerment, and con- 
uently are liable to gross errors of 
judgment in all spiritual things. Jesus 
said, “If any man will do the will of God, 
he shall know of the doctrine whether it 
be of God, or whether I —_ of myself.” 
All such knowledge is the gift of the 
Spirit, and that Spirit is obtainable only 
through obedience to the will of God, as 
revealed in the Joseph Smith 
testified that he was the servant of God— 
that he was divinely commissioned to 
proclaim the Gospel of -salvation to the 
world in its original fulness and purity, 
with its accompanying gifts and bless- 
ings; and that he was invested with 
authority to administer in all the ordi- 
nances of that Gospel, and to receive and 
impart, from time to time, the revelations 
of the Divine Will for the guidance and 
government of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints. He, firm in his 
integrity as a servant of the Most High, 
declared that those who would obey the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, should experience 
its powers and blessings, and that they 
should, by the inspirations of the Spirit, 
sealed upon them through the ordinances 
of the Gospel, receive for themselves an 
infallible testimony that he was a ser- 
vant of God, and that the doctrines he 
taught were of and from God. This was 
a test which no impostor would have 
dared‘ to offer. But this is the way by 
which the Latter-day Saints know that 
Joseph Smith was a true Prophet, and it is 
the only way in which any one can ever 
know it, namely, by the testimony and de- 
monstration of the Spirit, given through 
obedience to the Gospel. If we compare the 
“teachings” of Joseph Smith with those 
of Christ and his Apostles of former days, 
we find them alike. If we scrutinize bis 
whole “life,” from his call to his death, 
we find him to have been, in every sense 
of the words, a man of God. View him 
in all his varied trials, and see what a 
noble and exemplary spirit he bore. See 
him driven from city to city, and from 
court to court, and it will be found that 
inst him, and c i 
crimes, he nevertheless. passe 
through the ordeal in case th- 


ed, and was discharged from every tribu- 
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his cha- 
have been 
proved against him, that 
would have been deemed .a sufficient ex- 
cuse, in the eyes of his bloodthirsty ene- 
mies, for the speedy execution of their 


nal without a single blot upon 
racter. Could one charge 
sustained and 


malieious purposes The clergy of every 
sect and name were against him, and the 
excited despised him. _Profess- 
ing teachers of religion headed the gangs 
that persecuted him, and were ring- 
leaders of the mob that murdered him. 
Never in the memory of man have there 
been known such numerous gross out- 
rages upon the liberty of a people as have 
been experienced by the Latter-day Saints 
and their martyred Prophet. ivlence 
and cruelty have done their worst. Priest- 
ly malice and mobocrat tyranny have been 
stretched to the utmost. The most dia- 
— and heart-rending barbarities have 

n 
cold-blooded butcheries committed, even 
in open daylight, and that too under the 
permit of sectarian priestly leaders and 
(mal) administrators of “justice.” Yet, 
in the face of all this opposition, cruelty, 
and carnage, “ Mormonism” has con- 
tinued onward in its course, still increas 
ing more and more, and steadily but 
surely advancing on the right hand and 
on the left. The people, although suffer- 
ing acutely as they were, in all respects, 
during their great trials, still maintained 


their position, and continued to “ contend 


earnestly for the faith once delivered to 
the Saints.” They knew that Joseph was 
a Prophet of the Lord: they knew that he 
was a man of God, and that the Church 
over which he presided was nised of 


God, and therefore they rejoiced even in 


the midst of persecution, and peril, and 
death. They knew that the true disciples 
of Christ had no reason to expect better 


treatment than their great Master himself 
They knew that those who 


received. 
were faithful and obedient to the com- 
mandments of the Lord would be despised 
by the world, and persecuted by those 
whose pecuniary interest it is to up 
the popular systems of religion. Now, 
had Joseph Smith been an impostor—had 
the gifts and blessings of the primitive 
Church not been amongst this people— 
had the principles of “ Mormonism ” not 
been true and sound at the foundation, is 
it at all probable that the Latter-day 
Saints would thus have endured all these 


cruel persecutions, and dangers, and still 


perpetrated, and the most horrid and - 


‘ 
| 
. 
. 


MODERN SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATIONS. 
‘has indeed been tried to the utmost, and 


kept their faith and profession inviolate? 
Certainly not; but, on the contrary, the 
Church would have died away long 

The people writhing, as they were, 

the most agonising wrongs, would un- 
questionably have renounced “ Mormon- 
ism,” had they not known of a 8 
that it was of God, and that J 

a true Prophet. “Mormonism,” so 


was 


| 


| th 


called, ' thing whatever to fear. 


1E7 


it has stood the test. Knowled 

rimental knowledge—has been bought at 
a great cost, and it cannot easily be taken 
away from its rs. world 
may mock, and menace, and defame as 


much as it ; but who know 


(To be continued.) | 


MODERN SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATIONS. 


(From the “Mormon.”) 


Editor of the Mormon. . 

Dear Sir,—As there is much agitation 
in nearly all of the United States on 
the subject of “Spirit Manifestations,” 
I offer a few remarks on the same for the 
consideration of your readers. 

The early visions of Joseph Smith, 
commencing in the year 1820, which 
resulted in the revelation_of the Book of 
Mormon, and the restoration of the fulness 


of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, are the first , 


modern, well-authenticated visions which 
have come under my notice. 

The visions of Oliver Cowdery, David 
Whitmer, and Martin Harris, wherein an 
angel from heaven, and the voice of God 
revealed to them the truth of.the Book of 
Mormon, and commanded them to bear 
witness of the same to all nations, which 
took place about 1829, were the next in 
order, being co of the visions 
of Joseph 

The visions of Joseph Smith and Oliver 
Cowdery, in 1829, wherein John the Bap- 
tist = as a ministering angel, and, 
laying his hands on their heads, ordained 
them, in the name of the Messiah, to the 
Priesthood of Aaron, was a very clear and 


— vision. , 
the vision which they experienced 


im 
d 
soon afterwards was no less im 


portant, 


viz., wherein Peter, James, and John, the | . 


Presidents of the former Apostles, came 
to them as ministering angels, and or- 
of God. These two last visions were the 
more important, because the Priesthood 
and Apostleship had been lost to the world 
for so many ages. | 


‘forth beyond the 


strations thus restored by these, has g 
that powerful organization called the 
Ch of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, in which the manifestations of the 
Spirit have been enjoyed by thousands 
and tens of thousands, in many nations 
and languages. 

These are notable facts, which none can 

It is a public fact that Joseph 
Smith and his brother Hyrum, were mur- 
dered in Illinois, in open day, and ina 
public manner, in 1844 ; and that scores 
of men, women, and children of the Saints 
have, from time to time, been killed on 
account of their religion. And that scores 
of thousands of the people of the Saints, 
including their Apostles and leaders, have 
been driven from their homes in the Uni- 
ted States, robbed and plundered of mil- 
lions, and forced to seek shelter in the 
fastnesses of the Rocky Mountains. 

It is also a public fact, that there has 
been no redress for these outrages on the 
part of any department of State or Gene- 
ral Government. | 

_ That innocent blood is still crying from 
the ground, unavenged, and that the 
ear and tears of the widows and 

atherless are had in remembrance before 
God and this nation. Ks 

It is also a manifest fact, that a large 
majority of the citizens, including editors, 
priests, and rulers, are accessories to these 
wholesale deeds of murder and plundér, by 
openly approving of the same, or wink 
at, and conniving with the actors in the 


same. 
After this mighty had’: gone- 


On Tom ne oir “hoc y ‘Man ntains ang 
‘ 


~ 
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from the country, then, lo! and behaldi! 
the “Rochester Knockings” and other 
spiritual manifestations commenced, and 


oon, attracted. general attention and |. 


spread over the: nation. 
Thousands. of conyerts were made, not 


-only among the common people, but from 
the ranks of the learned and philosophic, 
ministers, editors, statesmen, and judges— 
all classes were wrought upon, and conver- 
ted over to this new and wonderful devel- 


-opment of “Spiritualism,” as it was 


called 


expounders and propagators. A. J. Davis 
and Judge Edmonds are among its most 
noted authors, and Partridge and Brittain, 
of Broadway, New York, conduct the 


Spiritual Telegraph,” one of its ablest. 


iodicals. These, and a host of others, 
ve written and published volumes on 


the subject. 
_. The United States can, probably, now: 
boast of millions of Spiritualists, while the. 


. country is flooded with periodicals, pam- 


phlets, and even large volumes, devoted | 
tu the subject, or containing spiritual 


 tevelations. 


duced and developed in the very 
_ -where the other had been publicly taught, 


. Now, it is,evideat, on the very face of 
_ the subject, that the Spiritual Manifesta- 

“ Mormonism,” and. 
_ those which haye since been introduced, 


tions commenced with 


independent of that system, are in direct 
opposition, one to the other; and. that, 


therefore, both cannot be true, and from. 


the same source. The one being intre- 


rejected and expelled. 


Moses and the 


~ Daniel and the soothsayers of Babylon— 


_ or the Apostles and Simon, the sorcerer | 


of Judea, were not in more direct opposi- 


. tion one to the othes, than are these two 
great mode of spiritual power. 
 -We will ‘point out a few of the 


Many striking. 


_ his witnesses were plain, open visions, in , 


erences. 


1st, The vieions of Joseph Smith and 


whi¢h, mahy witnesses saw and heard, 
"while the illustrious spirits of the departed 


_ them face to face, as one man talks with | 
. @ppther, reasoning from the Scriptures, | beli 


amigistered in their glory, and talked with 


revealing important truths in acoord- 
ance therewith. 


_ + How different this from the mysterious 


sable tippings, trances, swoon, 


MODERN SPIRITUAL: MANIFESTATIONS: 
the Prophets had been, slain. or banished 


Many of these heceme its: witnesses, its. 


nation, , 


Magicians, of Egypt, 


many other i 
horrible, or trifling: 


system, 
2nd, All the menifestations.or adminiz 
trations of spiritual power, connected; with 
the Priesthood restored: by Joseph Simith, 
are, in the name of Jesus Christ, undér 
‘his authority, giving bim thé glary,. and 
recognizing his name as the only name 
iven under heaven, whereby men may 
wfully use spiritual power and gifts. 
How different this from the other Spirit- 
ual Manifestations! Their mediums do not 
act by and in the. name of Jesus and his 
Priesthood in any of their spiritual gifts 
or acts, nor do they, in general, acknow- 
ledge that He is the Son of God, or that 
His blood atonea for the sins of the world. 
It is not in their power to display their 
> in that Holy name. They cannot 
it. 


3rd, The Priesthood -of the Saints re- 
quires faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
penitence towards God as an indispensible 
qualification of the candidates for spiritual 


wer. 
Pe While the mediums of the other power 
may be unbelievers.in Christ, and immor- 
ral persons, in the daily practice of immo, — 
rality and crime, 

4th, The Gospel ordinances, such as 
baptism and the laying on of hands in.the 

whi @ gift o oly. Spiri 

after such believer is initiated, and is made 
partaker of spiritual power, a strict mo- 
rality and a holy and prayerful life en- 
joined as indispensible to the continued 
enjoyment of the gift of the Spirit. While 
the other spiritual mediums require no 
such conditions. 

5th, The gifts of the Holy Spirit are 
not controlled: by the will of man, and 
exhibited to gratify the vainl 
curious, or at the challenge of a gaimsayer, 
or an unbeliever, but were given se 
and comfort the: believer; and for ;benevo- 
lens and 

While, on the band, the mediums 
of the opposite spizitual powers come and 
exhibit their gifts, to gratify the curious 
and vain, and at;the challenge of the un 
ever. 
6ch, Every exercise of the true spiritual 
gifts is for edification, and, for a 


and instruction of indivi 


i on: 08: 


contortions, fits, and 
ay, and even 
| 
| Oharch. The: gift of the Holy Spirit 


nd 
ren 
the 


the other power are frequently d 
ped, 


not be used for money, or to get gain, or 


VARIRTIRS, 
pared to a holy temple in the Lord. In 


enlightens, comforts, elevates, and. purifies 
the affections, and dev the. intellec- 
tual faculties of man. leads into all | 
truth, and: therefore its ultimatum is the 
eternal univn of all its adherents—for 
truth is one. 
While the mediums and tom wa of 


choaked, paralyzed, cramped, distorted, 
thrown down, bound; or compelled to 


give utterance to things unseemly, false, | 81 
useless, 


er. worse and. sometimes. to 
blasphemy, railing, and indecent expres- 
sions. 

7th, The gifts of the Holy Spirit can- 


in other words, they cannot be bought 
and sold. 
_ The other powers and gifts are fre- 
quently exhibited for a certain fee, er for 
so much per head for admission to their 
exhibition. 

8th, The Priesthood of the Saints ad- 
ministers one Lord, one faith, and one 
baptism.. It levels all sects, creeds, and 
parties, breaks down every division wall 
among its adherents, and by the laying on 
of hands in the name of Jesus Christ, ad- 
ministers the self-same Spirit to every 
member,, whereby they are united in one. 
Hence, there can be no lasting schism in 
the body. Thus united, the entire people 


who obey the Gospel grow in the unity of 
the Spirit, till they are perfected, and com- 
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short, in the ultimate, they. become one, as 
Christ and the Father are one. 

While the familiar-spirit-mediums and 
their adherents are divided, and sub-di- 


vided, without any cementing principle, or 
‘bond of union. Hence, they 
tressed, | moré strength or governmental principle 


haye no 


than a rope of san | 
What shall we say, then, in conclu- 


sion ? 

nation “ Strong, delusion, | 
believe a lie and be damned, es 
believed not the truth, but had pleasure in 


unrighteousness.” 


The two great master spiritual powers 
which were at enmity in days of old, are 
now restored, or re-developed upon the 


earth. All men will be under the influ- 
ence of one or the other ere. long, 

I rejoice that man is an t, a candi- 
date between the two, and that he can 
enlist on which side he chooses. 

If Jesus Christ has all power in heaven 
— earth, serve him and yield to his 

irit. | 

re on the other hand, the Devil be 
God, serve him. 

“ Ad to me and my house, we will serve 

the Lord Jesus Christ.” 


Respectfully yours, 
P. P. Prarr. 
Trenton, N. J., Jan. 10, 1857. 


VARIETIES. 


Four things come not back—the spoken word, the sped arrow, the past life, and the — 


neglected opportunity. 


THERx should be no drones in the human hive; but those who.not needing to toil for 
themselves, toil for the good of others, are doubly honourable, as their toil is voluntary. 
A Youre man was conversing in a public-house of his abilities and accomplishments, 


and boasting a great deal of his mighty 
quietly observed, “ There is one thing th 


Carson VALLEY.—From a letter, 


have received recent intelligence from that region. 


now closed with snow for the wintey,,; Mr 
California end Valley on snow s 
mail again: twice a month. e f, sw 


performances. When he had finished, a Quaker 
ion canst not do; thou canst not tell the truth.” 
A, METHODIs2 2nd:a. Quaker having stopped at. a publie-house, agreed to sleepin the 
me. The. Methodist knelt down, prayed fervently, and confessed a long, @ 
of sins. After he arose the Quaker observed, “ Really, friend, if thou art aa bad.as thoy 
sayest thou art, I think I dare not. slogp with thee. 

ted the 1st instant, written in Carson Valley, we 


The passage of the Sierra Nevada is 
peeneen, who carried the express between 


ge lass winter, has com carrying the 


emigrated from eastern Utah, are all 


in a comfortable situation for the winter; thug hauses are all built, and they have bread- 


stuffs eno 
early at 


h on hand to next harvest, President O yde left, W 
fot Great Lake Oley. Hie mill, which wes pat 


-ho Valley 


His mill, which was put up in that valley, 


is in fine operation—it cuts six thousand feet in twenty-four hours.— Western 


Dec, 13. 
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